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GREETINGS, to all who roam the world of crops and weedy 
plants!  

 
 

We are in our 7 th  International Weed Science Congress year 

and we are looking forward to an intellectually rewarding 
meeting and a culturally enriching experience in the special 

City of Prague.  Many of us will be first - time visitors to the 
Czech Republic, or perhaps any p lace in Europe. Several 

will be attending the International Congress for the first 
time. It is my hope that the Congress will catalyze our 

collective efforts to tackle the increasingly complex 
challenges in weed management, integrate classical and modern t echnologies, 

work in interdisciplinary teams, foster more productive and impactful 
international collaborations, and collectively 

work toward sustainable crop production and 
global food security. We are extremely 

fortunate to be working with extraordinary 
teams of scientists in the organization of the 

Congress. The Local Organizing Committee, 
led by Prof. Josef Soukup of the Czech 

University of Life Sciences in Prague, has done 

everything possible to enable the Scientific 
Program Committee (SPC) to implemen t an 

excellent Scientific Program, interlaced with 
unforgettable cultural experiences.  Our 

Congress anchor is GUARANT International, 
whose representatives are working closely 

with Prof. Soukup and the SPC in managing 
registration  and abstract submissions,  local 
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arrangements, and the scientific program. They have been most efficient, 

considerate, and accommodating .   
 

We are going to have four plenary speakers: 1) Dr. Hermann Stübler ( Weed 
Control at the Cross Roads ï Which innovations are at the horizon ) ; 2)  Christoph 

Schulze -Stentrop ( Application technique ï The challenge of future spraying ); 3) 
Dr. Lewis H. Ziska ( Climate Change, Co 2 and the consequences for weed biology: 

Threats and opportunities ) ; and 4)  Prof. Dr. Petr Pyġek, (Global perspective on 
plan t invasions ) . We will have three pre -Congress courses and a joint session 

with the International Bioherbicide Group (IBG). These are made possible by the 
SPC, chaired by Dr. Bernal Valverde at I DEA Tropical, Costa Rica; co -chaired by 

Dr . Hansjörg  Krähmer ( Germany), and with the invaluable support of Dr. 

Michaela Kol§Śov§ (Czech Republic), and Dr. KateŚina Hamouzová (Czech 
Republic). The SPC also organized a team of main topic organizers and session 

organizers who processed more than 800 abstracts. All infor mation about the 
Congress is available at  http://www.iwsc2016.org/ .   

 
CONGRATULATIONS to the student winners of the Travel Grant Awards!  We 

received over 70 applications. Your membership dues and donations enabled us 
to award 47. This is a record for the IWSS, which is made possible by the support 

from the European Weed Res earch Society ( EWRS) and Weed Science Society of 
America ( WSSA) . We are indebted to the selection committee, chaired by Prof. 

Baruch Rubin (Israel), with the help of Prof. Paolo Barberi (Italy), and Prof. 
Prasanta  Bhowmik (USA) who evaluated 7 3, five -page research papers.  

 
In May, the IWSS members will have the opportunity to select the new set of 

officers including Vice -President, Secretary, and Treasurer.  We have strong 

candidates from different regions. I am profoundly grateful for their willingness 
to serve the international community and I am excited to work with whomever 

the members choose.  We will upload the short biographies of the candidates 
soon so you will be able to preview their qualifications.  The election will be 

conducted online and only m embers can vote. Therefore, I urge you to renew 
your membership or apply for new membership so you can participate in the 

electoral process.  
 

The IWSS Board of Directors is also working on revising our Constitution and By -
Laws and Manual of Operating Procedures to reflect our changing needs and to 

enable us to serve the scientific community better, in keeping with the IWSS 
goals. These changes will be presented for ratification during the General 

Assembly wherein the IWSS members will vote to accept or  decline the changes. 
Please make it a point to be at the General Assembly to participate in the process 

and help shape the future of IWSS.  

 
It is with deep regret that our former President, Prof. Albert Fischer, had to step 

down due to health reasons. I a m humbled to have assumed his role and followed 
his footsteps and enthusiastic about his progress towards full recovery. Many 

individuals are helping me carry the load, especially the Board of Directors: Profs. 

http://www.iwsc2016.org/
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Baruch Rubin (Past -President), Samunder Singh  (Secretary), Franck Dayan 

(Treasurer), and Bernal Valverde (Ex -Officio).  To them, I am most grateful and 
to all of you, for being part of IWSS.  

 
I look forward to seeing hundreds of you in Prague.  

 
In your service,  

 
NILDA ROMA -BURGOS 

President, IWSS  
 

 
 

7th  International Weed Science Congress  
 

IWSS Board meeting held on 08 February, 2016 in  San Juan, 
Puerto Rico  
 

IWSS Board meeting was held during the WSSA annual meeting of Puerto Rico 
from 1.00 to 5.00 PM  to discuss the progress of 7 th  IWSC of Prague and Society ôs 

update . The meeting was chaired by Dr.  Nilda Burgos, Acting President and 
attended by  Dr. Samunder Singh, Secretary  IWSS,  Dr. Bernal Valverde, Ex -officio 

member and Chairman Scientific Program Committee for the 7 th  IWSC , Dr. Josef 
Soukup, Local Organizing Chair, Dr. Franck Dayan, Treasurer , IWSS  and Dr. Carol 

Mallory Smith, special invitee .  

 
Dr. Nilda  Burgo s invited all the members to discuss important issues related to 

organiz ing  of the 7 th  International Weed Science Society Congress from  June 19 -
25 in Prague, the Czech Republic, bidding process for the 2020 congress; awards 

to students and scientists, constitutional amendments and elections to the IWSS 
Board for the term of 2016 -2020, financial position of Society and status of IWSS 

Newsl etter.  
 

Dr. Franck Dayan in his treasurerôs report informed that Societyôs finances have 
steadily improved by almost 40% from 2011 to 2015; this increase pertains the 

checking account. Growth in the fixed CD investment and the money market is 
minimal. The 8 month certificate is worth $38,534 and the checking account 

balance is $63,081.45 as of January 31, 2016. This already includes the $12,000 
donation from WSSA to IWSS for the student travel grant.  

 

The total membership stands at 554 with 188 life, 9 affi liate, 17 chapter, and 340 
annual members as of  January 31, 2016. North America represents the highest 
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membership (325), followed by Asia (63), Europe (53), South America (35), 

Australia (28), Africa (23), Middle East (13) and Central America (4).  
In the Secretaryôs report, Dr. Samunder Singh discussed the progress of IWSC 

Prague through annual Board and p eriodic Skype meetings, call for 2020 IWSC 
bids, call for International Achievement Awards, Societyôs activity, web page 

management, and publication of the Newsletter.  

 

Dr. Singh informed that update s of meetings were  circulated to all members from 

time to time to assess the developments leading to the Prague congress.  
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He informed that, t hree bids have been received from Th ailand, Australia, and 

Brazil and their comparison was made  based on different number of participants 
(700 and  900 in Australian and Brazilian bids , respectively).  The Board, however, 

desired to recalculate the bids based on 750 memberôs participation. As there 
were three bids and as per Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) all the three 

bidders can be invited to make a presentation in the General Assembly of IWSS 
in Prague to stake their claim for the 8 th  IWSC of 2020.  

 
Dr. Nilda Burgos also desired that  a summary of three bids be uploaded on the 

IWSS web page in early May so that the IWSS members can have a comparison 
to help finalizing the bids for the 2020 congress  during the Prague congress . 

 

For the Outstanding International Achievement Awards, invit ations have been 
mailed through Newsletter, E -mails to IWSS Members and on the Societyôs web 

page. The last date for nomination being  28 th  February 2016 we can expect more 
nominations .  For fairness in the decision making, the Board decided to have a 

Chair man, Dr. R. K. Malik from India who was awarded by the Society in 1996 
and two more members from outside the IWSS Board. The results of the award 

winners will be conveyed to the winners by the end of May enabling the scientistôs 
participation in the Prague  meeting.  

 
Secretary informed that the  web page  of the society ( www.iwss.info ) is dynamic 

and useful information is updated timely and mailed quickly to all IWSS registered 
members  from the web page . Members can log on to the web page with ease of 

renewal or accessing the information. The IWSS Facebook page is also active 
with timely updates.  

 

Dr. Singh also updated on the f requency of Newsletter that has been increased 
to two per year (April and October), though the Oct ober issue is late and is 

projected to be out soon . April 2016 issue of the Newsletter will be published by 
mid May 2016 and hope two issue per year will be published. All members are 

requested to contribute articles for the Newsletter.  
 

Regarding the stat us of Student Awards; Prof. Baruch Rubin  could not attend 
the Board meeting of due to personal reasons , but informed the Board that 73 

student abstracts have been received and they are being evaluated on merit. 
Depending upon the availability of travel grant from EWRS, WSSA and IWSS and 

the cost of studentsô travel, efforts will be made to support >  30 stu dents for 
reduced airfare, accommodation, and registration to encourage young weed 

scientistsô participation. Many of the studentsô abstracts have been accepted for 
oral presentation and it is expected that the awardees will be informed by the 

end of Febru ary.  

 
To prepare the plaques/certificates for the awardees (Students, Achievement 

awards and outgoing IWSS Board members), Dr. Soukup agreed to get them 
prepared in Prague and Dr. Burgos will provide details for different 

plaques/certificates.  

http://www.iwss.info/
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Dr. Josef S oukup, Local Chair of the Organizing Committee presented a report on 
the progress of IWSC and informed that so far 740 abstracts have been received. 

Most abstracts were already reviewed and acceptance sent to authors . The 
second round of abstract submissio n will be opened from 15 -29 February for 

poster only and early bird registration will be up to 30 th  April.  
 

The Congress program has been finalized with Pre -Congress courses, 
registration, and reception. Plenary and seven parallel sessions will be on 

Monda y, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday and one full day excursion on Wednesday 
as well as cultural program. Seven excursions are planned for vegetable/organic 

farm/local crops and IPM in Bayer crop fields. The four day Congress will have 4 

plenary speakers and 3 01 oral presentation in 49 sessions headed by 11 MTOôs 
and SOôs. 

 
Congress dinner for all participants will be held in Ģof²n palace built in 1835 with 

30 min travel distance from the Congress venue. An amount of about ú30K has 
been received from early regi stration of participants and ú585 for Pre-Congress 

courses. Similarly ú1096 has been received for excursions. Sponsorship of ú25K 
from Bayer (Platinum), ú12 K each from Syngenta and Adama (Silver), ú6K each 

from BASF, Monsanto, Dow (Bronze sponsors) has be en received and ú5K is 
expected from Gylling Data Management and Taylor & Francis. Prof. Soukup 

requested Prof. Burgos to send a patronage letter to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Environment, which she agreed to do at the earliest.  

 
Dr. Bernal Valverde, Chair SPC informed that Graeme Bourdot (New Zealand), 

Carlos Schaedler (Brazil), Aida Ortiz (Venezuela), Muthukumar Bagavathiannan, 

Amy Lawton -Rauh, Darrin Dodds (USA), Bhagirath Chauhan (Australia), Neil 
Harker (Canada), Roland Beffa (Germany), João Paulo Cunha (Brazil) and 

Marleen Riemens (Netherlands) have accepted the responsibility of session 
organizers.  

 
Plenary speakers are identified. Dr. Petr Pyġek (Czech Republic) Global 

perspective on plant invasions ;  Dr. Hermann Stuebler (B ayer, Germany) Weed 
Control at the Cross Roads ï Which innovations are at the horizon ; Dr. Lewis H. 

Ziska (USA) Climate Change, CO 2 and the consequences for weed 
biology:  Threats and opportunities  and invitations are being mailed to them. The 

fourth speaker , Christoph Schulze -Stentrop ( Denmark) Application technique ï 
The challenge of future spraying , is contacted and will be finalized soon  

 
With the active support and coordination of Guarant, acce ptance letters are being 

sent along with flyers to all contributors and the website is continuously updated. 

Some of the abstracts are relocated to other sessions and the MTOs are to define 
the name of their sessions. Interactive applications for smart pho nes will be 

available.  
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Once the review of student abstract is completed , notification of students about 

travel awards will be mailed in the first week of April ; by mid -April  review of 
additional abstracts for posters will be completed and by 31 st  May ele ctronic 

version of the proceedings will be completed.  
 

Dr. Burgos discussed the urgency of constitutional amendments so that the same 
is approved by the General Assembly in Prague. It was decided  to have a 

committee for this task and volunteers will be so ught and suggestions will be 
invited from other societies also to make the constitution robust and effective in 

the changed situation. Bianca Martins was appointed to compile and assess 
information regarding constitutional amendments.  The amended constitut ion will 

also be uploaded at IWSS web site so that the members can go through and help 

in its improvement and acceptance during the General Assembly in Prague  
 

 

 

IWSS Board Elections, IWSS Board has initiated the process to fill the vacating 
positions in the Board for a four year term. El ections will be held for the following 

three positions:  
 

1.  Vice - President  

2.  Secretary  

3.  Treasurer  

 

Drs. Bernal Valverde (L) and Dr. Nilda Burgos and Josef Soukup (R) informing the 

Open Board meeting about the progress of 7 th  IWSC Prague, during the WSSA 
annual meeting in San Juan, Puerto Rico (USA),09 Feb. 2016  
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Nominations of suitable/active IWSS member can be made by any Board member 

or the person can send his/her nomination directly to IWSS Secretary or Acting -
President  with one page brief bio -data including a photo.  

 
Application date :  March 1, 2016 to April 15, 2016.  

 
Voting :    May 25-June 1 0, 2016.  

 
Final result will be announced prior  the International Weed Science Congress in 

June.  The elected office -bearers will as sume responsibility at the conclusion of 
IWSC Prague on June 25, 2016.  

 

ISWS Open Board (General) meeting of Tuesday, 9 th  

February, 2016.  
 
The open Board meeting was held on 9 th  February from 6 -7 PM under the 

Chairmanship of Dr. Nilda Burgos, Acting President, IWSS.  Reports were 
presented by Treasurer, and Secretary of IWSS. Organizing Chair of 7 th  IWSC 

and Scientific Program Chair reports were presented by Drs. Soukup and 
Valve rde, respectively, about the progress of Prague Congress, key speakers and 

the major attractions. Some of the MTOs also attended the meeting. Dr. Aldo 
Merotto from Brazil Bid discussed  brief overview of the proposed site in Rio de 

Janiero  for the 2020 Cong ress  
 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the student winners 

of the Travel Grant Awards!   
 

The Students Award Committee Chaired by Prof. Baruch Rubin with  the  support 
of  Dr.  Prasanta  Bhowmik  (USA)  and Dr. Paolo Bàrberi  (Italy)  did a 

commendable job to evaluate the research proposals of 73 contesting students. 

The competition was very tough and the award committee spent several hours 
to assess and rank the students on quality of research, novelty, and contribution 

to the discipli ne of weed science.  Dr. Burgos, Acting President, IWSS 
congratulated all the winners and encouraged others who could not make it this 

time.  

The Board of Directors of the International Weed Science Society thanks all the 
participants of the Graduate Students Award Competition and is proud to support 

47 Students  (listed below) for the 2016 IWSC of Prague, June 2016 thanks to 
the generous support from the European Weed Research Society (EWRS) and the 

Weed Scie nce Society of America (WSSA).  Thanks also to the IWSS members as 

your membership dues and donations enabled us to award so many  students . 
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This is a record for the IWSS, which was only  made possible by the support from 

the EWRS and WSSA. We are indebted t o the selection committee, EWRS and 
WSSA. 

There were  many other good proposals which could not be supported due to 

shortage  of funds, though this year we have been able to support 57% more 
students than in the past ever. We hope to continue this tradition in the future 

with the active support of our partners (WSSA & EWRS).  

List of IWSC 2016 Student Awardees  

 SURNAME INITIALS  COUNTRY Supervisor  

 Larry Burrill award  

1 Chenxi  Wu  USA  Pat Tranel  

 IWSC Awadeee  

2 Matzrafi  Maor  Israel  Baruch Rubin  

3 Amnon  Cochavi  Israel  Hanan  Eizenberg  

4 Markus  Catarine  Brazil  Aldo Merotto  

5 Ariel  Noam  Israel  Hanan  Eizenberg  

6 Kleinman  Ziv  Israel  Baruch Rubin  

7 Somerville  Gayle J.  Australia  Michael Renton  

8 Chong  Yang  China  Weijun Zhou  

9 Geddes  Charles M.  Canada  Robert H. Gulden  

10  Reiofeli  A. Salas  USA Nilda Burgos  

11  Siso  Dana  Israel  Hanan  Eizenberg  

12  Bitomský  Martin  Czech Rep  Sarka  Kimalova  

13  Chen  Yin USA Douglas Doohan  

14  Dutta  Writuparna  India  Puja Ray  

15  Islam  Faisal  China  Weijun Zhou  

16  Morrison  Jane Spain  Jordi Izquierdo  

17  Sarangi  Debalin  USA Amit Jhala  

18  Viji  Nagaranjan  India  C.R.  Chinnamuthu  

19  Jian  Wang  China  Weijun Zhou  

20  Pedroso  R. l. Munhoz  USA Kassim Al -Khatib  

21  Ranaldo  Marzia  Italy  Paolo Barbery  

22  Jin Won  Kim  Korea  D S Kim  

23  Rouse  CE  USA Nilda Burgos  

24  Shilo  Tal  Israel  Hanan  Eizenberg  

25  Giliardi  Dalazen  Brazil  Aldo Merotto J  

26  González  Ainhoa  Zulet  Spain  Mercedes Royuela  

27  Tideman  Breanne D.  Canada  Linda Hall  

28  Paporisch  Amit  Israel  H Eizenberg  

29  Sridevi  Betha  USA Mithila Jugulam  

30  Andrade  Jose Argentina  Santiago Poggio  

31  Escalada  M. Fernández  Spain  Mercedes Royuela  

32  Kuzikaro  Hadar  Israel  B Rubin  

33  Hahn  Juliane  Germany  Barbel  Gerowitt  
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34  Kaur   Maninder  India  Jagdev Singh  

35  Khalaf  Husam SM  Australia  Brian Sindel  

36  Mercedes  Gil  Argentina  Graciela Nestares  

37  Sindhu  Vinay Kumar  India  Samar Singh  

38  Song   Jong -Seok  Korea  D S Kim  

39  Strehlow  Becke  Germany  Barbel  Gerowitt  

40  Alonso  Maria Ayuso  Spain  Miguel Quemada  

41  Berry  Pete Allen  USA C Mallory -Smith  

42  Birger  Nitzan  Israel  H Eizenberg  

43  Brunharo  Caio A. C. G.  Brazil  Brad Henson  

44  Ghosh   Dibakar  India  No commitment  

45  Mendes  Kassio  Brazil  V Luiz Tornisielo  

46  Samuelson  Spencer  USA Greg Kruger  

47  Sebastian  Derek J.  USA Scott Nissen  

Looking forward to see all the awardees in the June 2016 Congress in Prague. 

Dr. Samunder Singh 
Secretary, IWSS 

 
 

 

 

IWSS General Assembly will be held  during the 7 th 

IWSC to discuss and approve major changes in the 

constitution and other important activities  on 23rd  

June 2016 at 4.00 PM. All IWSS members are 

requested to kindly make it convenient to attend the 

same. 
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CIMMYT scientist Dr. R.K. Malik wins Crawford 
Funds Derek Tribe Award 

 
 

Dr.  R. K. Malik, a senior agronomist in the Sustainable Intensification Program at 

the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Centre  (CIMMYT)  based in 
Bihar, India, is the winner of the 2015  Derek Tribe Award . The prestigious Derek 

Tribe Award is made bien nially by the  Crawford Fund  ð a non -governmental 
organization  that raises  awareness of the benefits of international agricultural 

research  to Australia and developing countries ð to a citizen of a developing 

country in recognition of their contributions to  research in agriculture or natural 
resource management in a developing country.  

 
As part of the Derek Tribe Award, each recipient visits Australia for two weeks to 

visit relevant agricultural centres . The intention is that, as a leader of research in 
their field, they will contribute to enhancing linkages between the recipientôs 

home institution  with similar bodies in Australia.  

The award recognizes Malikôs more than 30 years of work in agricultural research 

and development dedicated to improving the livelihoods of millions of small and 

marginal farmers in India. He led the development of a management solution f or 

herbicide resistant  Phalaris minor , a major weed of wheat. This pioneering 

Dr. R.K. Malik, Sr. Agronomist with the Sustainable Intensification Program 

at CIMMYT, is winner of the 2015 Crawford Fund Derek Tribe Award  
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research resulted in saving farmers from huge yield losses, nearly one million 

hectares wheat, and raised wheat productivity in Haryana and Punjab, considered 

to be Indiaôs grain basket, between 1992 and 2000.  

Malikôs collaborative work with national and international partners and farmer 

participatory approaches led to achievements in the dissemination and adoption 

of climate - resilient technologies such as zero - tillage, laser land  levelling  and 

direct -seeded rice, as well as policy changes at the government level.  

Malik currently serves as the country coordinator for India for the CIMMYT - led 

sustainable intensification project, Cereal Systems Initiative for South Asia 

(CSISA). He c ontinues to raise productivity and smallholdersô incomes in the 

eastern states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha, areas where rural poverty, 

food insecurity and yield gaps of cereal staples are among the most severe in 

South Asia.  

More recently, Malik pla yed an instrumental role in advocating for the early 

sowing of wheat in Bihar, helping farmers to double production and avoid crop 

failure from the early arrival of summers and higher temperatures. Malikôs team 

has created a network of more than 2,000 serv ice providers to facilitate easy 

access of mechanized services among smallholder farmers, who are not able to 

buy expensive machines, helping them to benefit from modern farming 

technologies.  

Highlighting his life - long passion for understanding the needs o f farmers and for 

ensuring farmersô participation in research, Malik said, ñFor developing countries 

like India where farmers are small and marginalized and investment in research 

is low, the development of new technologies and the process of delivery are 

inseparable. In fact, a top -down approach could put up barriers to the adoption 

of new technologies. Listening to farmers and tailoring technologies to serve their 

needs thus become paramount.ò 

Dr. R. K. Malik, a retired Professor of Weed Science and Director of Extension 
Education from  CCS Haryana Agricultural University, Hisar did pioneering work in 

the management of resistant Phalaris minor  in the NW India by promoting Zero 

Tillage technology. Dr. Malik was Secretary (1995 to 2004) and President (20 05 
to 2007) of Indian Society of Weed Science and organized many national and 

international weed science conferences and was a recipient of IWSS Award in 
1996 and currently Chairman of IWSS Outstanding International Achievement 

Award Committee. IWSS congra tulates him for his recognition by CIMMYT and 
wishes him happy time ahead fighting weeds and preserving environment 

through RCT in the Indo -Gangetic Plains.  
 

Dr. Samunder Singh  
Secretary, IWSS  
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Herbicide resistance in Rumex dentatus  L. 
(toothed dock) confirmed  

 

Dr. Samunder Singh, CCS HAU Hisar 125004, INDIA  
 

Rumex dentatus , which was a major broadleaf weed of wheat in north India at 

the beginning of the century due to large sca le adoption of grassy herbicides, viz . 

clodinafop, fenoxaprop (ACCase) and sulfosulfuron (ALS inhibitors) to manage 

isoproturon resistant Phalaris minor  has a full circle with the evolution of 

resistance to metsulfuron  alone and  its ready -mix formulations with  sulfosulfuron  

or  clodinafop  as well as to mesosulfuron + iodosulfuron in Haryana State of India 

which is the grain baske t  of the country.    

Heavy infestation of Rumex dentatus  in wheat field and emerging seedling 

(inset) (L) and emergence from 0, 0.5 and 1 cm depth (R)  

Rumex dentatus  in a wheat field in April 2001, before the large scale use of 
metsulfuron (L) and incomplete control (December 2000) from 2,4 -D (R)  


